LACMA DIRECTOR MICHAEL GOVAN’S STATEMENT TO STAFF REGARDING
FILM PROGRAM RESTRUCTURING
As of this fall, LACMA will be changing its overall approach to film
programming, ending its weekend film program by November in order to
reconsider the nature, scale, and scope of our film programs. My hope is
to engage in a full discussion among the staff and the Board about
developing and increasing our commitment to film as central to our
curatorial programming.

As part of that, and for the present, we will certainly place greater
emphasis on artist-created films reflecting the museum’s growing
relationship with contemporary artists and the contemporary art world. We
will also continue to plan art exhibition-oriented festivals that will be
presented in the context of the museum’s overall curatorial program. These
films will be presented in the Bing Theater occasionally throughout the
year. Additionally, the museum will continue its weekly Tuesday matinee
program, which presents Hollywood film classics at a discounted price for
seniors.

As a result of this programmatic change and the reduction of program
hours, Ian Birnie’s responsibilities at LACMA have been restructured: he
will become a consulting curator, charged with advancing LACMA’s ongoing
discussion about the type of film program the museum should envision in
the future. He will also be pursuing other professional opportunities. Ian
has done a marvelous job on ever-smaller budgets to produce respected film
programs for LACMA.

Curators from Contemporary Art, Modern Art, and Photography will take an
expanded role in many of the upcoming programming decisions, and in the
selection of artist-created films. And we will continue exhibition-related
film programs across disciplines and presented in conjunction with LACMA’s
special exhibition offerings.

As we scale back our budgets, this is a good time to slow programs and
spend more time thinking about how to build a more sustainable long-term
foundation for the presentation of film at LACMA. My hope is to reemerge
with a major commitment to film that helps define LACMA’s curatorial
mission.

About LACMA
Since its inception in 1965, LACMA has been devoted to collecting works of art that
span both history and geography—and represent Los Angeles’ uniquely diverse
population. Today, the museum features particularly strong collections of Asian, Latin
American, European, and American art, as well as a new contemporary museum on its
campus, BCAM. With this expanded space for contemporary art, innovative collaborations
with artists, and an ongoing transformation project, LACMA is creating a truly modern
lens through which to view its rich encyclopedic collection.
General Information: LACMA is located at 5905 Wilshire Boulevard, Los Angeles, CA,
90036. For more information about LACMA and its programming, call 323 857-6000 or
visit lacma.org.
Museum Hours and Admission: Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday, noon–8 pm; Friday, noon–9
pm; Saturday and Sunday, 11 am–8 pm; closed Wednesday. Adults $12; students 18+ with
ID and senior citizens 62+ $8; children 17 and under are admitted free. Admission
(except to specially ticketed exhibitions) is free the second Tuesday of every month
and on Target Free Holiday Mondays. After 5 pm, every day the museum is open, LACMA’s
“Pay What You Wish” program encourages visitors to support the museum with an
admission fee of their choosing.
Press Contact: For additional information, contact LACMA Communications at
press@lacma.org or 323 857-6522.
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